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Learning Outcome 2 : Social Development

The learner will be able to make informed decisions regarding personal, community and environmental health.

Assessment Standards 
We know this when the learner

2.2  Explains how to counter gender stereotyping and sexism.
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Assessment Task 

Most of you probably grow up in homes where there are different rules for the boys and girls – even if they are small differences. Girls wash the dishes, boys wash the car. Girls need an escort when they go out later, boys come home anytime they like. Girls cry in sad movies, boys pretend to be strong and tease the girls who are crying. These are attitudes we grow up with because of gender stereotyping. 

Men are supposed to behave in one way and women in another. The problem is that we do not all fit neatly into a box. And when there is gender stereotyping, we get judged according to what is thought to be ‘normal’.

In this lesson, we are going to talk about what these ideas are and what you think of these ideas. Some of them are really old-fashioned and some are really silly, but even so, they still exist!

1. Divide into groups – boys together and girls together. If there are many learners in the class, make more than one group of girls and more than one group of boys.

2. In your groups, discuss the following and write notes together as you go along:

· What does gender stereotyping and sexism mean? 

· How does it influence your lives? 

· How does it influence your perceptions or way of thinking? 

· Share stories with your group about where you think that gender stereotyping influences your life.

Look at these examples:

"Even though I am older than my brother and got my driver’s license before he did, I am not allowed to use the family car. My dad will allow my brother to drive me to the shop. The message I get from that is that girls can’t drive as well as boys, or can’t be trusted!" 
"My sisters always help my mother with the cooking, washing and cleaning. My brother and I did not have to do any housework. The message I got from that is that women are supposed to do the housework, and that cleaning isn’t a man's job." 

3. What do these messages tell us about our own society? What does it mean to be a man or a woman?

4. Which of the messages you discussed as a group have a positive influence on your lives and which messages are negative?

Once all the groups have completed their discussions, each group should share their findings with the rest of the class.

5. Discuss whether the boys’ groups and girls’  groups had very different stories to each other.

6. Do you realise that gender stereotyping can be a ‘barrier to success’ in life? In other words, because people hold onto the idea that girls do this and boys do that, we may sometimes not be able to do what it is that we really want to do. For example, girls may be told that girls are no good at maths and they might then not take maths at school, even though they really want to. 

Discuss the statement “gender stereotyping can be a barrier to success in life” as a class.

Note: Your teacher will assess your involvement in group and class discussions by using the following checklist.

Checklist for observation of group discussions
	Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Wait for a pause before interrupting a speaker?
	
	

	2
	Interrupt a speaker using polite phrases?
	
	

	3
	Show evidence of having listened to and heard the speaker’s point of view?
	
	

	4
	Support points with which s/he agrees?
	
	

	5
	Disagree with points politely and constructively?
	
	

	6
	Give reasons to support his or her own ideas?
	
	

	7
	Make points clearly, using the appropriate voice volume?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact with people to whom s/he is speaking?
	
	

	9
	Show positive body language?
	
	

	10
	Make notes to assist with remembering points made by others?
	
	

	Comments for improvement:




10 marks
Suggested Solutions 

See checklist under Appendix of Assessment Tools. 

Appendix of Assessment Tools
Checklist for observation of group discussions
	Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Wait for a pause before interrupting a speaker?
	
	

	2
	Interrupt a speaker using polite phrases?
	
	

	3
	Show evidence of having listened to and heard the speaker’s point of view?
	
	

	4
	Support points with which s/he agrees?
	
	

	5
	Disagree with points politely and constructively?
	
	

	6
	Give reasons to support his or her own ideas?
	
	

	7
	Make points clearly, using the appropriate voice volume?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact with people to whom s/he is speaking?
	
	

	9
	Show positive body language?
	
	

	10
	Make notes to assist with remembering points made by others?
	
	

	Comments for improvement:




10 marks





















