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The learner will be able to make informed decisions regarding personal, community and environmental health.
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We know this when the learner

2.1 Discusses the application of human rights as stated in the South African Constitution.
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Assessment Task 

	Read the following excerpt about the South African Constitution.

http://www.southafrica.info/about/democracy/constitution.htm
The Constitution of South Africa

Human rights are given clear prominence in the Constitution. They feature in the Preamble, which aims to establish "a society based on democratic values, social justice and fundamental human rights". 

In the first chapter, human rights appear in the first of the Founding Provisions of the Republic of South Africa: "Human dignity, the achievement of equality and the advancement of human rights and freedoms." Spelt out in detail, they occupy 35 sections of Chapter 2. 

Among the rights stipulated are those of equality, freedom of expression and association, political and property rights, housing, healthcare, education, access to information, and access to courts. 

And all are taken extremely seriously by the citizens of the country. 

There must be few places in the world where constitutional rights feature as much in public and private discourse, and there has been no hesitation in testing the provisions and implications of the Bill of Rights in the Constitutional Court. 

Some of the more unusually progressive rights have come under particular spotlight, such as the unqualified "Everyone has the right to life” and the inclusion of sexual orientation as one of the grounds upon which discrimination is forbidden. 

Any limitation of rights must be "reasonable and justifiable in an open and democratic society" and must take several factors into consideration. And although Chapter 2 also acknowledges the possible need to suspend certain rights under states of emergency, it lists a number of rights that will always stand. 

The remaining three founding provisions of the Constitution reaffirm South Africa's determination to build on a bedrock of equality, law and democracy. They are: 

a. Non-racialism and non-sexism. 

b. Supremacy of the Constitution and the rule of law. 

c. The provision that lays down the country's democratic philosophy by stipulating "universal adult suffrage, a national common voter’s roll, regular elections and a multi-party system of democratic government, to ensure accountability, responsiveness and openness". 

1. Write an essay of between 1 ½ to 2 pages on any aspect of human rights in South Africa. You may choose one of the following topics to write about:

· Equality

· Freedom of expression

· Freedom of association 

· Political rights

· Property rights

· Housing

· Healthcare, food, water and social security

· Education

· Freedom of religion, belief and opinion.
2. Your essay should cover:

· What the human right entails;
· Why the right is important;
· How you are protected by this right; 

· When you have witnessed this right being practised; and
· When you have thought the right was not being practised.
Try to relate this right to your own circumstances.

3. Remember that when you write an essay you should have one idea per paragraph and allow your ideas to flow logically from one paragraph to the next.

First draft your essay using a mind map, and then write the first draft. Next, write the final draft of your essay. Your teacher will use a rubric to assess your essay out of 70 marks. You may use the rubric as a guideline when writing.



	Rubric for marking essay


	Name:






Date:

	Criteria
	Description

	Content 

(40 marks)
	5 marks per criterion
	3 marks per criterion
	1 mark per criterion

	
	There is evidence of extensive planning and editing/rewriting of the first draft.
	There is some evidence of planning and editing/rewriting of the first draft.
	There is no evidence of planning or of editing/ rewriting of the first draft.

	
	The topic has been well interpreted.
	The essay is related to the topic.
	The essay is off the topic.

	
	There is an engaging introduction.
	There is an adequate introduction.
	The introduction is either missing or irrelevant and uninteresting.

	
	The ideas in the essay are logically developed in paragraphs that link well together.
	 The paragraphs link together, but could have been arranged more logically. 
	 The paragraphs have not been logically structured or developed.

	
	There is a logical, appropriate conclusion.
	There is an adequate conclusion.
	The conclusion is missing or is irrelevant.

	
	The writer has considered different perspectives on the topic.
	The writer has considered some of the different perspectives on the topic.
	The writer has not considered different perspectives on the topic.

	
	The writer is able to sustain the reader’s interest throughout the essay.
	The writer could have done more to sustain the reader’s interest throughout the essay.
	The writer is unable to sustain the reader’s interest.

	Language and vocabulary

(15 marks)
5 marks per criterion

3 marks per criterion

1 mark per criterion

Sentences are varied in length and structure.

Sentences could have been more varied.

Sentences are monotonous.

There are fewer than three grammar and spelling errors.

There are fewer than ten grammar and spelling errors.

There are more than 15 grammar and spelling errors.

The vocabulary is varied and appropriate.

The vocabulary is adequate for the purpose.

The vocabulary is inappropriate or too basic. 

Style 

(15 marks)

5 marks per criterion

3 marks per criterion

1 mark per criterion

The essay is the correct length.

The essay is less than 1 ½ pages in length.
The essay is less than 1 page in length.

The style and format of the essay are appropriate to the topic.

There are one or two style and format errors.

The style and format of the essay are not appropriate to the topic.

The writer has used an appropriate tone and register for the topic.

There are some errors in tone and register for the topic. 

The tone and register of the essay are inappropriate.

Total marks

70




Suggested Solutions 

Use the rubric under the Appendix of Assessment Tools to mark the essays.

Appendix of Assessment Tools

Use the following rubric to mark the essays.

	Criteria
	Description

	Content 

(40 marks)
	5 marks per criterion
	3 marks per criterion
	1 mark per criterion

	
	There is evidence of extensive planning and editing/rewriting of the first draft.
	There is some evidence of planning and editing/rewriting of the first draft.
	There is no evidence of planning or of editing/ rewriting of the first draft.

	
	The topic has been well interpreted.
	The essay is related to the topic.
	The essay is off the topic.

	
	There is an engaging introduction.
	There is an adequate introduction.
	The introduction is either missing or irrelevant and uninteresting.

	
	The ideas in the essay are logically developed in paragraphs that link well together.
	 The paragraphs link together, but could have been arranged more logically. 
	 The paragraphs have not been logically structured or developed.

	
	There is a logical, appropriate conclusion.
	There is an adequate conclusion.
	The conclusion is missing or is irrelevant.

	
	The writer has considered different perspectives on the topic.
	The writer has considered some of the different perspectives on the topic.
	The writer has not considered different perspectives on the topic.

	
	The writer is able to sustain the reader’s interest throughout the essay.
	The writer could have done more to sustain the reader’s interest throughout the essay.
	The writer is unable to sustain the reader’s interest.

	Language and vocabulary

(15 marks)
5 marks per criterion

3 marks per criterion

1 mark per criterion

Sentences are varied in length and structure.

Sentences could have been more varied.

Sentences are monotonous.

There are fewer than three grammar and spelling errors.

There are fewer than ten grammar and spelling errors.

There are more than 15 grammar and spelling errors.

The vocabulary is varied and appropriate.

The vocabulary is adequate for the purpose.

The vocabulary is inappropriate or too basic. 

Style 

(15 marks)

5 marks per criterion

3 marks per criterion

1 mark per criterion

The essay is the correct length.

The essay is less than 1 ½ pages in length.
The essay is less than 1 page in length.

The style and format of the essay are appropriate to the topic.

There are one or two style and format errors.

The style and format of the essay are not appropriate to the topic.

The writer has used an appropriate tone and register for the topic.

There are some errors in tone and register for the topic. 

The tone and register of the essay is inappropriate.

Total marks

70

























