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Learning Outcome 2 : Social Development

The learner will be able to make informed decisions regarding personal, community and environmental health.

Assessment Standards 
We know this when the learner

2.1 Discusses the application of human rights as stated in the South African Constitution.

	Learning Space:  

Assessment 

	Hyperlinks: 

To be completed later.
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8
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Easy questions:

Questions 1a, 1c 
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Questions 1b, 1d

	Difficult questions:

Questions 1e, 1f, 1g, 1h


Assessment Task 

Read the following excerpt from the Constitutional Court of South Africa.
http://www.constitutionalcourt.org.za/text/rights/know/children.html
	Why protect children's rights?
The inclusion in the Bill of Rights of a special section on the rights of the child was an important development for South African children, most of whom had suffered under apartheid for many years. Some had been detained without trial, tortured and assaulted; many faced discrimination in healthcare, education and other areas. 

Children need special protection, because they are among the most vulnerable members of society. They are dependent on others – their parents and families, or the state when these fail – for care and protection. 

As a result, the drafters of our Constitution have made children's rights a priority – and have stated that the best interests of a child are the overriding concern when it comes to any matter affecting him or her. 

Section 28 - Children
Section 28 of the Bill of Rights, entitled "Children", says:

1. Every child has the right to - 

a. a name and a nationality from birth; 

b. family care or parental care, or to appropriate alternative care when removed from the family environment; 

c. basic nutrition, shelter, basic health care services and social services; 

d. be protected from maltreatment, neglect, abuse or degradation; 

e. be protected from exploitative labour practices; 

f. not be required or permitted to perform work or provide services that - 

i. are inappropriate for a person of that child's age; or, 

ii. place at risk the child's well-being, education, physical or mental health or spiritual, moral or social development; 

g. not be detained except as a measure of last resort, in which case, in addition to the rights a child enjoys under sections 12 and 35, the child may be detained only for the shortest appropriate period of time, and has the right to be - 

i. kept separately from detained persons over the age of 18 years; and, 

ii. is treated in a manner, and kept in conditions, that take account of the child's age; 

h. have a legal practitioner assigned to the child by the state, and at state expense, in civil proceedings affecting the child, if substantial injustice would otherwise result; and 

i. not be used directly in armed conflict, and to be protected in times of armed conflict. 

2. A child's best interests are of paramount importance in every matter concerning the child. 

3. In this section 'child' means a person under the age of 18 years. 

This section gives children the right to a name, citizenship and some form of care. Children need food and shelter, and should be protected from abuse, neglect and degradation. No child should work when under-age, or do work that would interfere with his or her education or development. 

Children should be jailed only as a last resort and should not have to share a cell with adults. They should not take part in wars and should be protected during conflict.

The second sub-section, a very important clause, says a child's interests are the most important consideration in any matter concerning the child. 

Other rights
That the Bill of Rights has a section devoted to children does not mean that the rights in the other sections do not apply to them too. The sections that deal with equality, human dignity, religion and health – as well as many others – are especially relevant and also apply to children.




Remember: It is important to have rights, but with rights come some responsibility. As members of a community we all have to behave responsibly or our community is not going to be very nice to live in. For example, you have the right to education, but your responsibility is to attend school and to study and do your best.

 1.  Answer these questions:

a. What is your name?

b. Why is having a name important? 

c. What is your nationality? 

d. Do you think that all children in South Africa have got basic care? Explain your answer.

e. In your opinion, which of your rights or the rights of children in your community are not always observed? 

f. Which do you think is the most important of the rights? Why? 

g. Which do you think is the least important of the rights? Why? 

h. Do you think it is good that children are protected from prisons? Why?

2.  As a class, have a general discussion involving children’s rights to not take part in wars and be protected during times of conflict. Do you think that this is followed in South Africa? Do other countries in Africa practise this right? How do you think children who go to war or experience war are affected?
Your teacher will use the following checklist to assess your performance.

Checklist for observation of group discussions
	Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Wait for a pause before s/he interrupts a speaker?
	
	

	2
	Interrupt a speaker using polite phrases?
	
	

	3
	Show evidence of having listened to and heard the speaker’s point of view?
	
	

	4
	Support points with which s/he agrees?
	
	

	5
	Disagree with a point politely and constructively?
	
	

	6
	Give reasons to support his or her own ideas?
	
	

	7
	Make a point clearly, using the appropriate voice volume?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact with people to whom s/he is speaking?
	
	

	9
	Show positive body language?
	
	

	10
	Make notes to assist with remembering points made by others?
	
	

	Comments for improvement:




Suggested Solutions 

1.
a. Own answer.  [1]
b. Own answer.  [2]
c. Own answer.  [1]
d. Own answer. Learners may point out the plight of street children or homes where parents have died from HIV/AIDS and are now headed by children.  [2]
e. Own answer, for example street children who do not attend school.  [2]
f. Own answer.  [2]
g. Own answer.  [2]
h. Own answer. Learner should provide examples of why prisons are a bad place for children, e.g. associating with adult criminals, being exposed to drugs and other criminal elements, rape, abuse and bullying.  [2]
[13 marks]
2.   General class discussion.  Teacher to evaluate learners’ involvement using a checklist.

[1 mark per point = 10 marks]
Total marks: 24
Use the following checklist to assess learners’ performance.
Checklist for observation of group discussions

	Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Wait for a pause before s/he interrupts a speaker?
	
	

	2
	Interrupt a speaker using polite phrases?
	
	

	3
	Show evidence of having listened to and heard the speaker’s point of view?
	
	

	4
	Support points with which s/he agrees?
	
	

	5
	Disagree with a point politely and constructively?
	
	

	6
	Give reasons to support his or her own ideas?
	
	

	7
	Make a point clearly, using the appropriate voice volume?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact with people to whom s/he is speaking?
	
	

	9
	Show positive body language?
	
	

	10
	Make notes to assist with remembering points made by others?
	
	

	Comments for improvement:




Appendix of Assessment Tools
	Checklist for observation of group discussions

Name:
      Date:

	
	Criteria: Does the learner:
	Yes
	No

	1
	Wait for a pause before s/he interrupts a speaker?
	
	

	2
	Interrupt a speaker using polite phrases?
	
	

	3
	Show evidence of having listened to and heard the speaker’s point of view?
	
	

	4
	Support points with which s/he agrees?
	
	

	5
	Disagree with a point politely and constructively?
	
	

	6
	Give reasons to support his or her own ideas?
	
	

	7
	Make a point clearly, using the appropriate voice volume?
	
	

	8
	Make eye contact with people to whom s/he is speaking?
	
	

	9
	Show positive body language?
	
	

	10
	Make notes to assist with remembering points made by others?
	
	

	Comments for improvement:

























