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Learning Outcome 3: READING AND VIEWING

The learner will be able to read and view for information and enjoyment, and respond critically to the aesthetic, cultural and emotional values in texts.
Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Reads aloud and silently for a variety of purposes consolidating the appropriate reading strategies developed in earlier grades.

■ Discusses the purpose, audience and context of a text.

■ Shows understanding of information texts:

• identifies main ideas and explains how the details support the main idea;

• questions ideas where appropriate;

• makes judgements and draws conclusions about ideas on the basis of evidence;

• identifies and explains different points of view.

■ Explains how key features and the organisation of different types of texts contribute to how the text functions (e.g. newspaper articles).

■ Reflects on and discusses own skills as a reader. 
Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

Read the article below and answer the questions on it. The article is taken from Wikipedia. 

He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My Brother

"He Ain't Heavy, He's My Brother" is a popular music ballad, the first-released (and definitive) version of which was recorded by The Hollies in 1969.
Origin of the title
The novel, "Sparrows"
The novel had to have been published not much later than the turn of the 20th century, because I remember, as a kid of seven or eight in the 1930s, finding a well-worn copy on my mother's bookshelf, becoming intrigued with the illustrations and reading it. The one scene I've never forgotten in the 73 years since then has a man on a country road meeting a ragamuffin of a girl about eight years old carrying a boy of four years on her back. The man says, "That's a big load for a little girl like you." And the girl replies, "He ain't heavy, he's my brother."

Roe Fulkerson/Kiwanis Magazine
In 1924, the first editor of Kiwanis Magazine, Roe Fulkerson, published a column carrying the title "He Ain't Heavy, He's My Brother". Dated September 1924, the article speaks of Fulkerson's inspiring encounter with "a spindly and physically weak lad" carrying a baby and "staggering towards a neighboring park".

" 'Pretty big load for such a small kid' I said as I met him. 'Why, mister,' he smiled, 'He ain't heavy; he's my brother.' "
Father Flanagan/Boys Town
The phrase is also associated with Father Edward J. Flanagan, the founder of Boys Town. Father Flanagan came across a line drawing in the Christmas 1941 edition of the Louis Allis Messenger, a company publication. The "Two Brothers" line drawing of a young boy carrying his brother featured on page 44, in gold and black ink. The caption read "He ain't heavy Mister — he's m' brother!" It was created by Mr. Van B. Hooper who later became the editor of Ideals magazine. The drawing was subsequently repeated in the first issue of Ideals in December 1944.

The Girls and Boys Town website recounts the subsequent story:

Over the years, Father Flanagan had seen numerous examples of boys helping each other in a fashion similar to the one depicted in the publication. He thought the drawing would be a perfect example to illustrate the work done at Girls and Boys Town. Father Flanagan contacted the company in August of 1943 for permission to reproduce the two boys in full color and to change the caption to "He ain't heavy, Father . . . he's m' brother." 

Consequently, the phrase became the motto of what was then known as Boys Town, now Girls and Boys Town, and the image became the universal, enduring image of the organization. The story of Father Flanagan was told in the 1938 movie Boys Town starring Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney.

Vietnam photo
Another explanation for the origin of the title "He Ain't Heavy, He's My Brother" is that of a Vietnam War photo. Supposedly, the image depicted a GI carrying a Vietnamese man on his back. The journalist had asked if he had been carrying him far, and the soldier had smiled at the camera and said, "He ain't heavy, he's my brother."

Native American Origin
It is also believed to refer to a Native American story, of two brothers caught by aggressors. One was stood on the other's shoulders, with a noose hung around the top brother's neck. The idea being that when the bottom brother could no longer bear the weight, he would collapse, thus hanging his brother. The story then concluded, with the bottom brother standing strong, saying: "He ain't heavy, he's my brother!"

1.
This is an article designed to provide information to the public. Where would you find such an article?  Tick one or more of the following boxes:

	newspaper
	
	history textbook
	

	novel
	
	reference book about popular music
	

	song
	
	flyer
	

	magazine
	
	poster
	

	encyclopaedia
	
	brochure
	


2.
You probably ticked:

· newspaper

· magazine

· encyclopaedia

· reference book

Discuss in pairs which sections of the article are more likely to appear in each of the publications above. Give reasons for your opinions.

Suggested Solutions 
1.


	newspaper
	(
	history textbook
	

	novel
	
	reference book about popular music
	(

	song
	
	flyer
	

	magazine
	(
	poster
	

	encyclopaedia
	(
	brochure
	


2.


The opening statement could be in any of the four suggested publications.

Origin of the title: The novel, "Sparrows"
This is anecdotal, and is unlikely to appear in a formal reference work. This is more typical of an interview which might be found in a newspaper or magazine. The use of first person narrator is not usual for an encyclopaedia.

Roe Fulkerson/Kiwanis Magazine
This could be in any of the publications suggested. It is informal enough for a newspaper or magazine, but also formal enough to be in a reference work.
Father Flanagan/Boys Town
This could also be in any of the publications. The text is historical, formal, serious. It is informative, and is suitable for a more serious article in a newspaper or magazine, or for an article in a reference work or encyclopaedia.

Vietnam photo
Apart from the word, “photo”, this is also a formal piece of writing. It would be more suited to a newspaper or magazine with the word “photo”; if the word were changed to “photograph”, this could appear in an encyclopaedia.

Native American Origin
Although the writing here is generally formal, there is a casual quality in some of the phrasing (“was stood”) that suggests this would be better in a magazine than in a reference work.

None of these texts is likely to appear in a history textbook, unless there was a small section which focused on a popular song, perhaps as an insert in a section of the 60s.
