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Learning Outcome 4
: WRITING

The learner will be able to write different kinds of factual and imaginative texts for a wide range of purposes.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Writes a range of imaginative texts:

• to express imagination, ideas and feelings about self and others;

• to explore the creative, critical and playful use of language by means of narrative and descriptive  compositions, dialogues, poems, songs and letters.

■ Produces a range of factual written and multimodal texts (texts using print and images) for various purposes.

■ Demonstrates basic skills in a range of features of writing appropriate to the text type.
■ Uses the writing process collaboratively and independently to generate texts:

• selects and explores topics through brainstorming, using mind maps and lists;

• plans and develops topic using relevant information from other sources;

• organises ideas coherently in logical order to produce first drafts;

• critically reflects on own and peers’ writing and makes recommendations, showing sensitivity to the rights and feelings of others;

• proofreads and corrects draft by applying knowledge of language in context appropriate for the grade;

• publishes final product, paying attention to creative presentation and varied elements of design.

Learning Outcome 5: THINKING AND REASONING

The learner will be able to use language to think and reason, as well as to access, process and use information for learning. 

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:
■ Uses language to think and reason.
■ Uses language to investigate and explore.
■ Processes information.
■ Thinks creatively.
■ Uses language to reflect.
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Assessment Task 

Activity 1: Mind map for essay
You have been asked to write an essay of 250-300 words on the topic: How I spend my Saturday mornings.

You know that you will need:

· an introduction

· a body

· a conclusion

Your introduction and conclusion could be anything between 50 and 100 words each. You need to decide.

If your introduction and conclusion are quite short, then you have used up approximately 100 words between the two.   You now have 150-200 words for the body of your essay. This would be 2 to 3 paragraphs.  You have four main ideas, which you will brainstorm before you decide what to include in your essay.

Brainstorm your ideas and complete a mind map.  The branches of a sample mind map have been started to show you what is required. Make a similar mind map, filling in all the details. 
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Your teacher will assess your mind map using the checklist below.

Checklist for mind map 
	The learner has
	Yes
	No

	chosen a suitable topic for the centre of the mind map
	
	

	drawn one line from the topic to indicate each paragraph
	
	

	developed each paragraph using key words/phrases
	
	

	organised the ideas around the one line from the centre
	
	

	linked the ideas to each other logically
	
	

	written down a sufficient number of ideas for each paragraph in the branch
	
	

	used a different colour for each paragraph
	
	


Activity 2: Mind map for paragraph


Draw a mind map on the following topic:  ‘Describe your favourite food.’  Remember to focus on all the senses.
For this exercise, you will plan ONE paragraph only.  In the middle of your page, put the topic:
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From this, draw ONE line on which you will write the name of your favourite food:
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You will then develop your paragraph around that line, using the same colour for all the ideas. Remember to write only ONE word, above and below the line.
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Suggested Solutions 
Answers will vary.
Appendix of Assessment Tools 
Checklist for mind map 
	The learner has
	Yes
	No

	chosen a suitable topic for the centre of the mind map
	
	

	drawn one line from the topic to indicate each paragraph
	
	

	developed each paragraph using key words/phrases
	
	

	organised the ideas around the one line from the centre
	
	

	linked the ideas to each other logically
	
	

	written down a sufficient number of ideas for each paragraph in the branch
	
	

	used a different colour for each paragraph
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