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	Learning Outcomes and Assessment Standards

Learning Outcome 1: The learner will be able to use enquiry skills to investigate the past and present.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Investigates a topic by asking key questions and identifies a variety of relevant sources to explore this topic [finds sources].

■ Asks significant questions to evaluate the sources (e.g. to identify bias and stereotypes, omissions and gaps) [works with sources].

■ Analyses the information in the sources [works with sources].

■ Presents an independent line of argument in answering questions posed, and justifies (using evidence) the conclusions reached [answers the question].

■ Communicates knowledge and understanding by constructing own interpretation and argument based on the historical sources (including extended writing, artwork, graphics and drama); uses information technology where available and appropriate [communicates the answer].

Learning Outcome 2: The learner will be able to demonstrate historical knowledge and understanding.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Places events, people and changes in the periods of history studied within a chronological framework [chronology and time].

■ Identifies categories of causes and effects (e.g. immediate and long-term, direct and indirect) [cause and effect].

■ Explains and analyses the reasons for and results of events in history [cause and effect].

■ Recognises that change and development does not always mean progress [change and continuity].

Learning Outcome 3: The learner will be able to interpret aspects of history.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Understands the contested nature of content, and that historians construct histories when writing about events from the past [source interpretation].

■ Constructs an interpretation based on sources, giving reasons for own interpretation [source interpretation].

■ Analyses issues which influence the way history has been written [influences on interpretation].

■ Explains the ways in which symbols are used to remember events
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6
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2

	Medium questions: 

1; 3
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4, 5, 6


Assessment Task

Propaganda and the formation of the Aryan identity

The Nazis increase their support

Hitler used propaganda, emotive speeches and great mass rallies to appeal to the Germans’ feelings of insecurity, persecution and national pride. Through these techniques, he was able to promote unity and a strong sense of belonging to a powerful nation.
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1.
What impact do you think an emotive speech carried out by Hitler would have on his audience?
In order to maintain power, Hitler had to ensure that the Nazis had control. A military state was set up and the police and armed forces were increased. The armed forces were divided as follows:
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The Gestapo were the police, the SS was an elite army unit and the SA were the ‘home guard’, but in reality they were a vicious group of ‘Storm Troopers’ who terrorised people into supporting the Nazis. Even Hitler feared they were too powerful, so he had Rőhm killed in 1934.
Hitler also needed to focus on the youth. Children had to be encouraged to join youth organisations and to accept the Nazi principles. Education was controlled by the state. All children were expected to wear uniforms and worked to improve conditions in their communities. Even the teachers taught the Nazi ideals. The school syllabus was designed in such a way as to indoctrinate (brainwash) the children from a young age, including the following:

i.
German history and culture

ii.
Superiority of the German people

iii.
Emphasis on physical education, to make the boys strong for the army and the girls to be healthy mothers

iv.
Focus was also placed on obedience to authority, loyalty to the state and discipline.
The creation of the Aryan race

Through the Nazi Party, certain ideas began to develop with regard to the German race. The Germans were continuously reminded of their superiority over others. The idea of uniting all the Germans into one Empire (Reich) was stressed. Anyone not fitting into the Nazi views of a typical German (blond hair, blue eyes) was excluded, discriminated against and persecuted.

This Aryan race was referred to as the “Master Race”. The Jews, Gypsies and Slavs were regarded as inferior to the Germans. 
Very soon after Hitler came into power, he began using the Jews as a scapegoat by blaming them for the bad economic situation in Germany. Many Germans believed Hitler and began to accept his views with regard to the Jews.

2.
Provide definitions for the following terms within the context of the work you have studied.

anti-semitism

discrimination 

scapegoat 

Aryan 

race 

Herrenvolk 

gypsy 

Slavs 











(7)

3.1
How do you think the typical-looking (blonde, blue eyes) Germans felt about the Nazi 
ideal of the Aryan race? 








(2)



3.2
How do you think the Jews felt towards this Nazi ideal? 




(2)



3.3
How does each of Sources A and B show discrimination?




(4)
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Discrimination and the Holocaust

The beginning of the Holocaust

The Nazis began to discriminate against the Jews. In 1935, the Nuremberg laws were passed, stipulating the following:

· Jews could not be German citizens.

· Jews could not live in German areas or attend German schools or universities.

· Jews were not allowed to use German facilities, such as the parks, shops, cinemas and sport facilities.

· Jews were forbidden to marry Germans and to ride bicycles.
· Jews were given separate areas to live and set up their shops and businesses.

· All expensive and wealthy property was given to the Germans.

Through the Nuremburg laws, the Jews were totally discriminated against. This was part of Hitler’s plan to encourage the Jews to leave Germany in order to fulfil his ambition of creating the Aryan race.

By 1938, however, the Nazis began to take more drastic action against the Jews. More and more Jews were arrested and sent to concentration camps.

Extensive writing exercises

You are a Jew living in Germany in 1937. Through the Nuremburg laws, your shop has had to move and you have had to display the Star of David on your shop window. Sporadically, your shop is raided by Nazis in the evenings. Some of your Jewish friends who have criticised the Nazis have been arrested and killed.














4.
Write a diary entry explaining the frustration and anger these Jews were experiencing due to the passing and enforcement of the Nuremburg laws.

[20]
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The Holocaust and the concentration camps

The Nazis’ persecution of the Jews developed into genocide as they began to send Jews to concentration camps (death camps). The Holocaust, as it is known, took place all over Germany, Eastern Europe and Russia. Jews were arrested and taken to these death camps, where they were killed in many different ways.

5.
Write a description of what the death camps were and how the Jews were treated 
in these camps.








[20]

Jews were not the only people sent to these death camps. Mentally and physically disabled people, political opponents and homosexuals were also killed.

6.
Discuss the possible reasons for the Nazis persecuting and murdering the Jews in 
particular. 









[20]
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Suggested Solutions

1.
Hitler knew how to sway an audience. The crowds were completely mesmerised and caught up in the atmosphere. They were excited that here was someone who could save them from the terrible situation that WW1 and the Great Depression had left them in.

2.
Provide definitions for the following terms within the context of the work you have studied.

anti-semitism: an attitude that is against Jews and things Jewish. A ‘semite’ is a racial typing that includes Jews and other middle-eastern peoples.

discrimination: to have attitudes that are unfair to people who are different from yourself
scapegoat: to blame someone else (usually innocent) when things go wrong. The Jews were Hitler’s scapegoats.

Aryan: the blonde, blue-eyed ideal that the Nazis promoted

race: an artificial typing of people by their physical appearance

Herrenvolk: the term used by the Nazis to describe the Germans – a superior race
Gypsy: nomadic traders of South European origin who moved all over Europe

Slavs: dark-skinned, dark-haired peoples from South Eastern Europe


3.1
Most of them would have felt good about it. A few would have realised that looks meant nothing.

3.2
They would have felt discriminated against and threatened, because they new that the Aryan ideal was targeting them as not ideal.





3.3
Source A shows a good-looking youth (whether he was dark or blonde would make no difference). He is young and healthy. The idea is that the Hitler youth is made up of people with desirable looks. Source B is a grizzled old man, who would not look good against any young man. To put them together is to highlight the old man’s bad looks against the young man’s good looks. All of this is not very logical, but then in the atmosphere of the time, logic did not come into it for most Germans.

4 – 6 
Assess using rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools.

[20 marks each]
Appendix of Assessment Tools

General rubric for history essays FETC Grades 8 and 9

	Level
	Content

[8 marks]
	Layout and presentation

[4 marks]
	Argument

[8 marks]
	Sources and evidence

[4 marks]

	4
	All the necessary information is provided to support the arguments made. 
	The essay is neatly laid out; sources are presented well (for example in frames) and logically related to the text.


	The argument is well thought out, presenting more than one point of view, supported by a variety of sources. Discussion is developed and conclusions are clearly stated, showing that the learner has his/her own thoughts on the topic.
	An excellent variety of sources and forms of evidence are accessed and properly acknowledged, supporting the argument fully.

	3
	The content supports the argument, although there may be some omissions.
	The essay is neat, but layout is a bit haphazard.
	The argument is sound, supported by sources, although lacking in depth and originality.
	At least 3 sources are referred to.

	2
	Little evidence that the learner has developed his/her own thoughts based on the sources.
	The essay is untidy and sources are not well presented.
	The argument is not always logical in relation to the sources and has no originality.
	Only 1 or 2 sources are referred to.

	1
	Content is inadequate and does not support the arguments.
	Presentation is messy, errors are scribbled out, sources are not separated from the text in style in any way.
	The argument is not logical and not supported by the sources. 
	Sources do not support the argument and have little relevance.


Nazi propaganda pictures of 


A: ‘An Aryan Youth’ 		and 		B: ‘A Typical Jew’





Goering		Himmler		Rőhm


(Gestapo)		(SS)			(SA)





SA pickets, wearing boycott


signs, block the entrance


to a Jewish-owned shop.


April 1, 1933.








Auschwitz. A concentration camp in Poland, where many Jews were killed.








