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	Learning outcomes?:

LO1  The learner will be able to use enquiry

skills to investigate the past and present.

■ Identifies and selects a variety of historical and

archaeological sources relevant to an inquiry [finds

sources].

■ Compiles and organises information from a number of

sources to obtain evidence about aspects of the past

[works with sources].

■ Interprets and finds information from simple graphical

and statistical sources (e.g. graphs, population figures,

census returns and tables) [works with sources].

■ Uses the information from the sources to present well thought-

out answers to questions [answers the

question].

■ Communicates knowledge and understanding by

formulating arguments based on evidence from the

sources either in a debate, by producing longer pieces

of historical writing, through artwork, graphics and

drama; uses information technology where available

and appropriate [communicates the answer].

LO2 The learner will be able to demonstrate

historical knowledge and understanding.

■ Describes and makes links between reasons for and

results of key events and changes [cause and effect].

LO3   The learner will be able to interpret

aspects of history.

■ Describes how archaeologists work with material

remains of the past, and makes deductions from selected

material remains of the past [representation of the

past].



	Learning Space:  
Asessment

	Hyperlinks: 
To be completed later. 

	Number of questions for exemplar: 
13

	Rating:
Easy questions:
1; 5

	Medium questions: 

2; 3; 4; 6; 7; 9; 10; 11

	Difficult questions: 

8; 12; 13
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1.1 
When were the ‘Middle Ages’?





[1]

1.2.
Why was overland trade so dangerous in the Middle Ages?

[4]

2. 
Look at the map above.  Explain why the positions of Venice and Genoa was such an advantage in Middle Ages trade.



[4]

3.
Give two reasons why sailors did not often sail far from the coast.
[4]

4.1
Which trade did the Middle Eastern trade link to?


[2]

4.2
Which trade did the North African trade link to?



[2]

5.
What products did the North Europeans have to trade for the goods from Africa and the Middle East?





[4]
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6.
The trade routes, whether coastal or overland, were protected by strings of castles and fortified towns along the route.  How did the rulers of these castles and towns make money?





[6]

7.  
Many of these castles were on hills or inside river bends.  What advantage did such positions give to these castles?

[5]

8
What does the presence of these castles tell us about the form of government at the time?
[8]

9.
How did the Western Europeans get to know about the large variety of textiles, spices and other goods from Africa and the East?

10. 
The rise of what empire to the East made it difficult for the Europeans to trade with the East?
  What famous city was at the centre of this empire? 










[4]

11.
What did the Western Europeans do to counter the rise of this empire? [4]

12.
What caused the decline of Venice and Genoa as dominant trading centres after 1400 CE?






[6]

13.
Imagine that you find the wreck of a Middle Ages trading galley off the coast of Italy.  List 5 items that you might find in the wreck that will tell you something about trade at the time.  For each item that you list, explain why it is significant.







[10]
Suggested Solutions
1.1 
When were the ‘Middle Ages’?





[1]
Approximately 500 CE (the fall of the Roman Empire) to 1500 CE (the rise of Western Europe).
1.2.
Why was overland trade so dangerous in the Middle Ages?

[4]
There were no proper roads, many thieves and bandits, no proper control by governments.
2. 
Look at the map above.  Explain why the positions of Venice and Genoa was such an advantage in Middle Ages trade.



[4]

Venice and Genoa are central to Southern Europe and so well placed to dominate the coastal trade.  They are also well placed to trade with Africa 

and the Middle East.

3.
Give two reasons why sailors did not often sail far from the coast.
[4]


They thought the earth was flat and were frightened to sail off the edge.  They had no modern navigation aids and so used points on the land to navigate.  Their ships were small and could not withstand large storms, so they liked to be able to head for land if a storm came.  There was no real weather forecasting.
4.1
Which trade did the Middle Eastern trade link to?


[2]

Far East – India and China
4.2
Which trade did the North African trade link to?



[2]

Trans-Sahara Trade of West Africa
5.
What products did the North Europeans have to trade for the goods from Africa and the Middle East?





[4]

Silver, wine, wool, vegetable oil, wax






6.
The trade routes, whether coastal or overland, were protected by strings of castles and fortified towns along the route.  How did the rulers of these castles and towns make money?





[6]


The castles taxed the traders, sold them food and overnight accommodation and acted as local markets.
7.  
Many of these castles were on hills or inside river bends.  What advantage did such positions give to these castles?




[5]


Hill tops and river bends were easier to defend.  The castle in the picture is on a hilltop.
8
What does the presence of these castles tell us about the form of government at the time?






[8]


There were no countries as we know them today.  The castles would ‘pledge allegiance’ to a king, but there were no fixed boundaries and allegiances often changed.  

9.
How did the Western Europeans get to know about the large variety of textiles, spices and other goods from Africa and the East?


The Middle Ages was a period of great upheaval in Europe, with invasions from Asia and conflict between the Christian and Arab world.  European kings sent many soldiers to fight for control of the ‘holy land’ sacred to both Christianity and Islam.  These soldiers, the Crusaders, brought back goods from the East and so created a demand in Western Europe.
10. 
The rise of what empire to the East made it difficult for the Europeans to trade with the East?
  What famous city was at the centre of this empire?












[4]


The Ottoman Empire, centred on Constantinople
11.
What did the Western Europeans do to counter the rise of this empire? [4]


They started to look for other ways to get to the Far East and India, by exploring around the coast of Africa and across the Atlantic.  These voyages of discovery opened up the sea routes to the Americas and around Africa to the Far East.
12.
What caused the decline of Venice and Genoa as dominant trading centres after 1400 CE?






[6]


The sea routes were quicker and less expensive, as there were no taxes to pay on the high seas.  Despite storms and the presence of pirates, it was safer, and soon Portugal, Spain and Britain were dominating world trade.
13.
Imagine that you find the wreck of a Middle Ages trading galley off the coast of Italy.  List 5 items that you might find in the wreck that will tell you something about trade at the time.  For each item that you list, explain why it is significant.







[10]


Any 5 items that fit in with the trading picture of the time: containers for wine, spices; gold; ivory etc.  The items would tell if the ship was going to the East or coming from the East.  There may also be signs (chains etc.) that the ship’s crew were slaves or that the ship was carrying slaves.
Overland trade was slow and dangerous.  Major rivers provide safer faster routes.





Genoa and Venice dominate the coastal trade, distributing goods from Africa and the Middle East to Europe.
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European Trade in the Middle Ages





Coastal trade between the Baltic regions and Scandinavia





An East European castle built specifically to protect a trade route











