Educator and Tagging Information

	Learning Area:

Social Sciences

	Resource Name: 
Becoming Human

	Assessment Exemplar Number:

SSH7.6

	Item/s:

7

	Phase: 

Senior Phase 

	Grade:

7

	Tags:

De Kelders, Blombos, early stone age, becoming human, Formative Assessment, resource-based worksheet

	Assessment Type:

Formative

	Assessment Form/s:

Resource-based worksheet

	Copyright for included material:

DS Gear – permission granted for duration of this project; Gerhard & Shalene Pirker – De Kelders (permission applied for); Blombos Cave (permission applied for) 

	Duration:
2 lessons

	Learning Outcome(s) and Assessment Standard(s)

Learning Outcome1: The learner will be able to use enquiry skills to investigate the past and present.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Identifies and selects a variety of historical and archaeological sources relevant to an inquiry [finds sources].

■ Compiles and organises information from a number of sources to obtain evidence about aspects of the past [works with sources].

■ Interprets and finds information from simple graphical and statistical sources (e.g. graphs, population figures, census returns and tables) [works with sources].

■ Uses the information from the sources to present well thought-out answers to questions [answers the question].

■ Communicates knowledge and understanding by formulating arguments based on evidence from the sources either in a debate, by producing longer pieces of historical writing, through artwork, graphics and drama; uses information technology where available and appropriate [communicates the answer].
Learning Outcome 2: The learner will be able to demonstrate historical knowledge and understanding.

■ Develops timelines and creates diagrams to illustrate periods and events in the past [chronology and time].
Learning Outcome 3: The learner will be able to interpret aspects of history.

Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

■ Understands how and why some events in the past have been interpreted differently [source interpretation].

■ Recognises that different value systems and traditions may influence the way events in the past are interpreted [influences on interpretation].

■ Describes how archaeologists work with material remains of the past, and makes deductions from selected material remains of the past [representation of the past].

	Learning Space: 
Class work

	Hyperlinks: 

To be completed later. 

	Number of questions for exemplar:

7

	Rating:

Easy questions:

2; 3

	Medium questions:

1; 4; 5

	Difficult questions:

6; 7


Assessment Task 

Becoming human in Southern Africa

Read the following extract and answer the questions which follow.

Source: Marebella Seafront Guesthouse

http://www.marebella.co.za/marebella_about_us.html#contactmarebella

Gerhard & Shalene Pirker

Klipgat Cave at De Kelders was home to humans some 70 000 years ago. Klipgat Cave is an important archaeological site of world importance and experts believe that it would qualify as a World Heritage Site. The name De Kelders means “the caves” and describes the many limestone caves along the Walker Bay coast, which have been formed over millions of years of being exposed to ocean waves.
Jalmar and Ione Rudner, who were surveying shell middens and pottery remains, first identified Klipgat Cave as being of archaeological interest in 1968. In 1969 Frank Schweitzer of the South African Museum started excavating the site. He found the first evidence that Later Stone Age Khoisan inhabited the area some 2 000 years ago. This meant that domestic stock-keeping of sheep in the Western Cape dated back at least 2 000 years. The excavation also revealed domestic pottery, stone and bone tools, artefacts and ornaments as well as remains of shellfish, fish and other animals eaten by the Khoekhoen/Khoikhoi inhabitants of the time.
The initial finds led to further excavations starting in 1992. This joint venture was led by Fred Grine (State University of New York at Stony Brook), Richard Klein (Stanford University) and Curtis Marean (State University of New York at Stony Brook) together with Dr Graham Avery of Iziko South African Museum and was funded by the USA National Science Foundation. The project was concluded in 1995 and the results were published in the prestigious international Journal of Human Evolution in 1997.
[image: image1.jpg]



While the top layers of the excavation (Later Stone Age) revealed the pastoral behaviour of the Khoekhoen and finely crafted pottery, the lower (Middle Stone Age) layers contained some stone tools, bones and human teeth. To improve dating accuracy, Middle Stone Age and Aeolian samples are currently being analysed using new luminescence dating techniques, which measure the radioactivity accumulated over time in the surface cracks of single grains of sand.
The Middle Stone Age human remains from De Kelders are among the earliest modern-looking Homo Sapiens in the world. These very rare early remains have been found in only two other South African sites (Klasies River near Humansdorp and Blombos Cave near Still Bay) and in the Middle East. Homo Sapiens have existed from at least 130 000 years ago and the theory is that modern people originated in Africa before dispersing around the world.
The archaeological excavation of Klipgat Cave has come to an end for the time being. Klipgat Cave is inside the Walker Bay Nature Reserve, which is under the control of Cape Nature. There are plans to develop the area by rebuilding the steps to the cave and building a wooden walkway and viewing deck. Inside the cave a viewing platform will overlook the different excavated layers and their significance will be explained. Cape Nature is liasing with the Overstrand Municipality, Iziko South African Museum, Gansbaai Tourism, Walker Bay Conservancy, Grootbos Private Nature Reserve and Klipgat Action Team with regard to the plans for Klipgat Cave.

Pictures of the Blombos Cave archaeologocal site
[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



Plan of excavated cave floor at Blombos

       Section of cave deposits
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1.
Use an atlas to find Walker Bay (De Kelders), Still Bay (Blombos Cave) 
and Humansdorp (Klasies River). Draw a sketch map of South Africa to 
show their positions.








[6]

2.
Create a glossary of archaeological terms.




          [10]

3.
What does the unit ka mean?







[1]

4.
Why do archaeologists divide their excavation sites into numbered squares 
(see Blombos map)?








[4]

5.
The picture shows that Blombos Cave was full of sand. How did this aid the archaeologists?








[4]

6.
These caves were inhabited by some of the very earliest humans, who evolved 
when most of Africa was very dry. Why do you think humans were able to survive here?










[6]

7.
Use the library or the Internet to find out about dating techniques, such as 
carbon dating.








         [10]

Suggested Solutions

1.
Use an atlas to find Walker Bay (De Kelders), Still Bay (Blombos Cave) 
and Humansdorp (Klasies River). Draw a sketch map of South Africa to 
show their positions.








[6]


Learners find these sites and draw the map indicating their positions.

2.
Create a glossary of archaeological terms.




          [10]


Responses will vary. Any sensible answers.

3.
What does the unit ka mean?







[1]


Kiloanna – thousands of years old.

4.
Why do archaeologists divide their excavation sites into numbered squares 
(see Blombos map)?








[4]


So that they know accurately where in the cave each artefact was found. This 
helps in dating artefacts in relation to each other. 
5.
The picture shows that Blombos Cave was full of sand. How did this aid the archaeologists?








[4]


It meant that the deposits had not been disturbed by modern humans so that the deposits were in their original date order.

6.
These caves were inhabited by some of the very earliest humans, who evolved 
when most of Africa was very dry. Why do you think humans were able to survive here?










[6]


Fish and shellfish were a very important source of protein to these early humans, especially in hard times. They could still hunt land animals and get vegetable food from the land-side.

7.
Use the library or the Internet to find out about dating techniques, such as carbon dating.









[10]


Responses will vary. Any sensible answers.

	Level descriptors


	Level 4    At least four dating techniques are described in detail, saying what they are used for and how accurate they are. [8, 9 or 10 marks]

	Level 3    Several dating techniques are described, with some indication of their use and accuracy. [5, 6 or 7 marks]

	Level 2    Several dating techniques are listed, but no details. [3 or 4 marks]

	Level 1    Superficial information only. [1 or 2 marks]


