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2.1  Identifies the constituent parts of an integrated African art form.
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2.5  Discusses and interprets concepts of power, control and dominance in mass media and popular culture.
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Assessment Task
Princess Magogo – a South African opera
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Part One: A biography of Princess Magogo
Find out who Princess Magogo kaDinuzulu was.

Write a short biography on her life and explain why she is remembered as one of the most important people in South African music.












[12 marks]
Rubric to assess biography:
	Criteria
	Level 4 [4]
	Level 3 [3]
	Level 2 [2]
	Level 1 [1]

	Facts on Princess Magogo’s life
	At least 10 facts given.
	7 – 9 facts given.
	4 – 6 facts given.
	Less than 4 facts given.

	Her contribution to SA music 
	Clear and accurate explanation given, with a deep understanding of her significance.
	Good explanation given, with a good understanding of her significance.
	Fair explanation given, with a satisfactory understanding of her significance.
	Poor explanation given, with limited understanding of her significance.

	Writing style
	Biography is well written with excellent attention being paid to grammar, spelling and writing style.
	Biography is generally well written with good attention being paid to grammar, spelling and writing style.
	Biography is fairly well written with limited attention being paid to grammar, spelling and writing style.
	Biography is poorly written with no attention being paid to grammar, spelling and writing style.


Part Two: Article for a student newspaper
Read the following press release:

What is the Princess Magogo opera about?  

You must write a short article for a student newspaper on this opera.  

[12 marks]
Rubric for assessing newspaper article:

	Criteria
	Level 4 [4]
	Level 3 [3]
	Level 2 [2]
	Level 1 [1]

	Facts on the opera itself
	At least 10 facts given.
	7 – 9 facts given.
	4 – 6 facts given.
	Less than 4 facts given.

	Outline of story 
	Clear and accurate outline given.
	Good outline given.
	Satisfactory outline given.
	Poor outline given.

	Style of article
	Vibrant and lively communicative style.
	Sound and readable style.
	Style is flawed with problems in communication.
	Article does not make much sense.


Part Three: Give your opinion

1.
Why do you believe that it is important that you learn about great South African musicians?












[4]
2.
Why is important for the rest of the world to learn about great South African musicians?













[4]

3.
Do you think it is important for young people to learn about music forms such as opera?  
Explain your answer.














[4]

4.
Princess Magogo is now dead. What do you think she would say about her music and her 
life becoming the context for an internationally successful opera?















[4]

5.
What would you ask Princess Magogo if you could have a 10 minute interview with her?













[4]

6.
Do you think it is easier nowadays for women to be accepted as equals in the world of 
music?  Explain your answer.







[4]












[24 marks]
Suggested Solutions
	Question number
	Possible marks
	Solution

	1
	12
	See rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools and attached reference material.

	2
	12
	See rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools and attached reference material.

	3 
	24
	There are no right or wrong answers here. Award marks for the learner’s insight and ability to see “the bigger picture” and to reflect on the importance of art and art forms that might not be their favourites.


Appendix of Assessment Tools 

Rubric to assess biography:
	Criteria
	Level 4 [4marks]
	Level 3 [3marks]
	Level 2 [2marks]
	Level 1 [1mark]

	Facts on Princess Magogo’s life
	At least 10 facts given.
	7 - 9 facts given.
	4 - 6 facts given.
	Less than 4 facts given.

	Her contribution to SA music 
	Clear and accurate explanation given, with a deep understanding of her significance.
	Good explanation given, with a good understanding of her significance.
	Fair explanation given, with a satisfactory understanding of her significance.
	Poor explanation given, with limited understanding of her significance.

	Writing style
	Biography is well written with excellent attention being paid to grammar, spelling and writing style.
	Biography is generally well written with good attention being paid to grammar, spelling and writing style.
	Biography is fairly well written with limited attention being paid to grammar, spelling and writing style.
	Biography is poorly written with no attention being paid to grammar, spelling and writing style.


Rubric for assessing newspaper article:

	Criteria
	Level 4 [4]
	Level 3 [3]
	Level 2 [2]
	Level 1 [1]

	Facts on the opera itself
	At least 10 facts given.
	7 - 9 facts given.
	4 - 6 facts given.
	Less than 4 facts given.

	Outline of story 
	Clear and accurate outline given.
	Good outline given.
	Satisfactory outline given.
	Poor outline given.

	Style of article
	Vibrant and lively communicative style.
	Sound and readable style.
	Style is flawed with problems in communication.
	Article does not make much sense.


Reference materials
THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS, DR MANGOSUTHU BUTHELEZI, RECEIVES SAMA AWARD PRESENTED TO HIS LATE MOTHER 
Home Affairs Minister, Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi said the recognition of people’s culture is in line with NEPAD and the African Renaissance. 

Delivering his acceptance speech for the award presented to his late mother, Princess Constance Magogo Kadinuzulu Buthelezi, who was last night awarded the Lifetime Achievement award at the 8th South African Music Awards (Sama) held at Midrand in Gauteng, Dr Buthelezi said the recognition of his mother's music means that African tradition, music and heritage is also being recognised. 

One of Princess Magogo’s operas, “Princess Magogo ka Dinuzulu”, will have its first world premier in Durban tonight and it will be broadcast simultaneously in the United States, United Kingdom and New Zealand. Dr Buthelezi said that his mother played an enormous role in his life, in terms of guidance, support and encouragement. He said that she taught him an appreciation for music. Princess Magogo was a gifted musician who could also play many instruments like the Zulu music bow, the auto harp and the piano. 

	The opera is based on the life of Princess Constance Magogo kaDinuzulu (1900 – 1984) who, to this day remains a Royal legend – widely recognized as a singer, composer, musician, teacher, and political activist. According to the opera’s librettist, Themba Msimang, “she was a custodian of the people’s culture and born at a crucial time in Zulu history. At the time the British were trying to squash the Zulu monarchy. They were amazed to discover how intense and how intricate the Zulu royal system was of which she was a direct descendent”.


This musical marvel is based on the true story of the Zulu nation’s first female composer, whose voice moved listeners from laughter to tears, and toward a greater understanding of themselves as a people.

The dazzling opera is a visionary masterpiece, incorporating a blend of Zulu traditional music and traditional operatic conventions as composed by Princess Constance Magogo kaDinuzulu (1900 –1984), Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s late mother. 

According to Opera Africa’s website, the opera is based on the life of the princess who, to this day, remains a royal legend. She is widely recognised as a singer, composer, musician, teacher and political activist. 
    
The opera’s librettist, Themba Msimang, says Princess Magogo was one of the greatest women in history. She was a living storehouse of Zulu culture and history, most of which is epitomised in her music – a worthy contribution to the Zulu heritage. She was born at a crucial stage in Zulu history, at the time when the British were trying to squash the Zulu monarchy, and became a custodian of the people’s culture. The British were amazed to discover how intense and intricate the Zulu royal system was, of which the princess was a direct descendant. 
    
When the opera was first staged in Durban and Pretoria in 2002/3 with Sibongile Khumalo from Soweto – renowned singer of classical art songs, opera, jazz and traditional music – in the title role, Mangosuthu Buthelezi wrote the following message for the production’s programme:

I cannot describe the magnitude of the significance I ascribe to this opera. From my childhood to my adult life I was privileged to hear my mother’s beautiful voice singing songs that ranged from lullabies, church hymns, indigenous songs, hymns of the Zulu Nation, songs and hymns of the Buthelezi clan, light music similar to “mbaqanga” of her youth, and her compositions, which included love songs, religious songs, regimental songs of the Zulu Nation and hunting songs in what was an endless repertoire.

I salute what Opera Africa has done in putting together this opera on my mother’s life and music which is indeed a wonderful tribute to a great musician. For me opera remains the highest form of artistic human expression as it merges music at its best with theatre, poetry, dance and choreography. I am deeply touched that Sibongile Khumalo should play the lead role of Princess Magogo kaDinuzulu in the opera, for I remember occasions when we sat with her and her late parents, Professor and Mrs Khabi Mngoma at the feet of the Princess, as she played “ugubhu” and sang some of the songs that Sibongile now sings in the opera. To me the birth of an African Opera of this measure is a milestone in our quest for an African Renaissance.

It is said that Prof Mzilikazi Khumalo from Johannesburg sat with the late Princess Magogo kaDinizulu and taped her songs while she was singing, as she was unable to write down her own compositions. The professor then transcribed both the texts and the notation, and as such it could be saved for the nation to enjoy.
The internationally acclaimed South African opera, Princess Magogo, has it all and is coming to Pretoria soon! Stunning design, exhilarating dancing, wonderful singing, lavish costumes - this vibrant show makes a bold statement that opera has never before seen in this country. Featuring the finest young South African operatic talent, Princess Magogo is sure to be one of the most exciting and innovative musical events this year, opening its long awaited run at the South African State Theatre in Pretoria from Saturday 28 March to Saturday 4 April 2009, and at the Johannesburg Civic Theatre from Sunday 26 April to 10 May 2009.








