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Assessment Task
Parachute debate
Part One: Make a short speech and debate the issue
Imagine that you are on an aeroplane which is about to crash. There is only one parachute!  Which of the passengers will get that parachute? In a parachute debate, the participants role play certain characters who then debate which is the most deserving of the only parachute.
Choose a famous artist, musician, dancer or actor – anyone from the world of art. You will need to research that person’s life and value as a person. What makes that person deserving of the only parachute?  Remember that you will need to convince your teacher (who is the pilot of the aeroplane) that you should receive the parachute!
After you have completed your research, prepare a short speech of no longer than 2 minutes in which you make your claim for the parachute.  
Your teacher will give everyone an opportunity to make their short speech.

Then you will debate the issue, by asking questions and rebutting (arguing against) other characters’ claims for the parachute. 
When the debate is over, your teacher will announce who gets the parachute!












[32 marks]
Rubric to assess performance in a debate
	Criteria
	Level 4 [8 – 7]
	Level 3 [6 – 5]
	Level 2 [4 – 3]
	Level 1 [2 – 1]

	2 minute speech is polished and well delivered
	Outstanding, exceeds expectations.
	Good, meeting expectations well.
	Satisfies expectations.
	Does not meet expectations.

	2 minute speech states the case clearly for the character to receive the parachute 
	Outstanding, exceeds expectations.
	Good, meeting expectations well.
	Satisfies expectations.
	Does not meet expectations.

	Speech has audience appeal 
	Outstanding, exceeds expectations.
	Good, meeting expectations well.
	Satisfies expectations.
	Does not meet expectations.

	Performance during debate is spirited, enthusiastic and points are made logically
	Outstanding, exceeds expectations.
	Good, meeting expectations well.
	Satisfies expectations.
	Does not meet expectations.


Part Two: Write an essay
Only one person/character could win the parachute. Maybe you did not agree with whoever your teacher chose. Write an essay in which you state who YOU believe should have won the parachute, AND, who definitely should NOT have won the parachute!












[40 marks]
Rubric to assess essay
	Criteria
	Level 4 [8 – 7]
	Level 3 [6 – 5]
	Level 2 [4 – 3]
	Level 1 [2 – 1]

	Content/
ideas 
	Writing is confident and clearly focused. It holds the reader’s attention. Relevant details enrich writing. 
	Writes related, quality paragraphs, with little or no details. 
	Writing does not clearly communicate knowledge. The reader is left with questions. 
	Writing is extremely limited in communicating knowledge, with no central theme. 

	Organisation 
	Writing includes a strong, beginning, middle, and end with clear transitions and a focused closure. 
	Uses correct writing format. Incorporates a coherent closure. 
	Writing is confused and loosely organised. Transitions are weak and closure is ineffective. 
	Writing is disorganised and under-developed with no transitions or closure. 

	Vocabulary/ 
word choice 
	Effective and engaging use of word choice; effective and accurate use of language. 
	Uses a variety of word choice to make writing interesting; uses language. 
	Shows some use of varied word choice, beginning to use language. 
	Careless or inaccurate word choice, which obscures meaning. 

	Purpose of essay
	Purpose was well met and there are no questions concerning the focus of the task.
	Purpose mostly met and questions largely addressed.
	Needs greater attention to be paid to meeting the purpose of the task.
	Purpose not met; little focus and meaning.

	Content – viewpoint and own opinion given
	At least 4 pieces of evidence have been given.
	At least 3 pieces of evidence have been given.
	At least 2 pieces of evidence have been given.
	At least 1 piece of evidence has been given.


Suggested Solutions
	Question number
	Possible marks
	Solution

	1
	32
	See rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools.


	2
	40
	See rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools.



Appendix of Assessment Tools 
Rubric to assess performance in a debate
	Criteria
	Level 4 [8 – 7]
	Level 3 [6 – 5]
	Level 2 [4 – 3]
	Level 1 [2 – 1]

	2 minute speech is polished and well delivered
	Outstanding, exceeds expectations.
	Good, meeting expectations well.
	Satisfies expectations.
	Does not meet expectations.

	2 minute speech states the case clearly for the character to receive the parachute 
	Outstanding, exceeds expectations.
	Good, meeting expectations well.
	Satisfies expectations.
	Does not meet expectations.

	Speech has audience appeal 
	Outstanding, exceeds expectations.
	Good, meeting expectations well.
	Satisfies expectations.
	Does not meet expectations.

	Performance during debate is spirited, enthusiastic and points are made logically
	Outstanding, exceeds expectations.
	Good, meeting expectations well.
	Satisfies expectations.
	Does not meet expectations.


Rubric to assess essay

	Criteria
	Level 4 [8 – 7]
	Level 3 [6 – 5]
	Level 2 [4 – 3]
	Level 1 [2 – 1]

	Content/
ideas 
	Writing is confident and clearly focused. It holds the reader’s attention. Relevant details enrich writing. 
	Writes related, quality paragraphs, with little or no details. 
	Writing does not clearly communicate knowledge. The reader is left with questions. 
	Writing is extremely limited in communicating knowledge, with no central theme. 

	Organisation 
	Writing includes a strong, beginning, middle, and end with clear transitions and a focused closure. 
	Uses correct writing format. Incorporates a coherent closure. 
	Writing is confused and loosely organised. Transitions are weak and closure is ineffective. 
	Writing is disorganised and under-developed with no transitions or closure. 

	Vocabulary/ 
word choice 
	Effective and engaging use of word choice; effective and accurate use of language. 
	Uses a variety of word choice to make writing interesting; uses language. 
	Shows some use of varied word choice, beginning to use language. 
	Careless or inaccurate word choice, which obscures meaning. 

	Purpose of essay
	Purpose was well met and there are no questions concerning the focus of the task.
	Purpose mostly met and questions largely addressed.
	Needs greater attention to be paid to meeting the purpose of the task.
	Purpose not met; little focus and meaning.

	Content – viewpoint and own opinion given
	At least 4 pieces of evidence have been given.
	At least 3 pieces of evidence have been given.
	At least 2 pieces of evidence have been given.
	At least 1 piece of evidence has been given.


