Comments from teachers on Assessment Frameworks

	At last! This is going to be such a help with planning and assessment. Sandra Prinsloo, HOD, Grade 3, Ridge Junior Primary - 2008


	I think this will be invaluable for young/new/inexperienced teachers. It gives a good idea of what is required to ensure conceptual progression leading to academic achievement. As a more experienced teacher, I have already developed my own ‘syllabus’ and have been able to check myself against what is the minimum required. However, I did use the assessment tools when developing the assessment tasks now at the end of the term and found them very helpful. Lorraine Cameron, Grade 2, Athlone Primary - 2008


	We have waited so long for this type of guidance. As an HOD I have tried to facilitate learning and planning in the Foundation Phase, but found that sometimes the younger teachers do not want to listen to me. Now I have something which will be used by everyone and will ensure that the learning in my school is up to standard. Nirupa Briglall, HOD, Grade 3, Regina Primary

2008


	Thank you! As a Principal I try my best to develop my teachers – as I was a foundation phase teacher for many years, I know what should be done in the classroom, but my teachers are not always in agreement with me! Now we have something which we can all follow as it provides wonderful guidance for teaching, learning and assessment. Mrs Kasi, Principal, A.I.Kajee Primary

2008


	Hooray! About time! This is just what we are all needing – guidance as to where we should be every term, and what we should be assessing. Thanks! Marion Bruce, HOD, Grade 6, Richmond Primary

2008


	Now the teachers have no more excuses. These documents are so easy to use. Everything that must be taught is there, but there is still room for individuality. Foundation Phase Advisors, KZN

2008


	Congrats on a fabulous document! Would you be as kind as to email me an electronic version please.I am a contract publisher for Shuter & Shooter in Pietermaritzburg and have been tasked with the development of Afrikaans home language learning materials for the Foundation Phase. It would be very helpful to have the Assessment Framework for Literacy in the Foundation phase in Afrikaans to guide us in this process. I see on the Thutong  Website that Assessment Frameworks in the other official languages are ‘coming soon’.  Is it possible to know when we might expect the Afrikaans one to be ready? Kind regards Jane Dickinson  2008


	I have just received copies of the above publications and wish to congratulate you and your team for the absolutely magnificent work you have done. At last, we have an effective guide that we have been waiting for many years. With guides like these becoming available, the future of education in our country is beginning to look positive. I would like to give each educator a copy of these manuals and would like to know how / where I can obtain 8 more copies of the Foundation Phase book and 12 more copies of the Intermediate Phase book. Sev John (Eric) Principal: Clairwood Boys Primary School - 2008


	The pacing in the document assists a lot – it stipulates the work to be done per grade. NN Dlamini, Grades 4-6, Mlamlankunzi Primary School. - 2008


	The milestones assist in ensuring that the content taught is sufficient and relevant for the term. The rubrics indicate clearly- what is to be assessed, how it is to be assessed and what tools will be assessed. The document is helpful to improve the effective teaching and learning in our school. NLS Mashinini, Grade 2, Bonukukhanya Primary School. - 2008



	The exemplary guidelines that are displayed in this document makes easy for each and every educator to plan for teaching, learning and assessing learners continuously. The rubric enables the learners to design the assessment task so as to know the holistic picture of the learners’ performance in the particular learning programme. The document is informative, guiding and makes our work more easier than before because of giving us the exemplary guidelines in each aspect. MS  Mapohosha, Grade 3, Vusumuzi Primary. - 2008


Comments from teachers on Lesson Plans

	Thank you so much for the LOVELY CD we received in the post last week.  It has already done its rounds in our JP Department.  What a pity the whole programme could not have been launched in this way.  Since October last year we have floundered and tried our best to come up with a user-friendly approach to preparation, assessment and record keeping.  We are looking forward to the next installments as we are sure it will help to make 2010 a far more manageable year.  Kind regards, Berni Lindeque, H.O.D. Foundation Phase, Doon Heights Primary School -2009


	On behalf of my educators and I, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and all the people that are involved in compiling the Lesson Plans for the Foundation Phase.  We think that they are fantastic and we are really looking forward to receiving the Lesson plans for the Second and especially the Third terms.  We cannot wait to start implementing them if we get them soon.  Thanking you for the great job you are doing.  Yours in Education, Jenny Foster, Head of Foundation Phase Department, Welkom Preparatory School -2009


	Thank you for putting together the programme for term 1. It is really is user friendly and so well set out. Anyone could read the document, start teaching and we would know that all the outcomes were being covered adequately. I have seen what the  U.K. department gives their teachers and what you have done is as good as what theirs, actually I think it is better!!!! I know you are working hard but do you have Term 2 lesson plans? I would love to put them into practice. Thanks again, From Sandi Brown, Benjamin Pine Primary (H.O.D)

2009


	Thank you very much for the CD that was send to Carinus Primary School in Cradock. We think that it is a wonderful program and that it is perfect for our circumstances. We are looking forward to the rest of the CD's. It will be wonderful if you can also produce this program in Afrikaans.  Thank You, Valerie Joubert HOD CARINUS - 2009


	The HOD's reaction was "we only going to teach now - it is wonderful" She is asking if we are not getting life skills.  Intermediate Phase is very unhappy - they also want these nice lesson plans. Greetings, Jennifer, Kuruman Primary -2009


	I was wondering if you could help me.......I am a grade 2 teacher and I absolutely love the new planning that you developed for the first term,
as well as the assessment. I need to do my planning now during the June holidays for the 3rd term, but I would like to use your planning. And instead of only implementing it next year, I would like to already start using it now.  So I want to know whether the third term planning will be available on the website before the third term start.  Looking forward to hearing from you.  Alichia Dednam, Gr. 2 Boshof High - 2009


	Thank you for the CD containing lesson plans for the First Term for the Foundation Phase. Kindly let me have the CD containing the lesson plans for the 2nd Term as soon as possible so that we can implement this in our classes. Yours faithfully, Mrs K. Moodley - 2009


	Thank you very much for the resource CD you have provided.  We are pleased that you have gone to so much trouble to simplify the work of the foundation phase teachers.  How about helping the intermediate phase teachers to?  We are a duel medium school and would like to know if you will be publishing a CD for Afrikaans as well?  Mrs. Lynette Stander, Laerskool Postmasburg Primary -2009


	Thank you for this excellent resource for Literacy and Numeracy. We have only one problem, we live in a rural area where only Afrikaans speaking leaners live.  Would you please indicate when the Afrikaans versions of the Foundation Phase resources will be available!  We can hardly wait! Kind regards, MRS ANNNETTE JANSE VAN RENSBURG, Foundation Phase Teacher, SCHOOL: SCHEEPERSKRAAL SSKV PRIMêR 

2009


	Do you perhaps have the Foundations for learning lesson plans in Afrikaans? Thanks. Jacqueline. Kroneberg Primary School. - 2009


	Thank you for the CD containing the Foundation for Learning lesson plans for the Foundation Phase, which we received at the end of last year.  The material is fantastic!  I have printed and distributed the material to the teachers.  Is there not similar material available for the Intermediate Phase, i.e. lesson plans for Language and Maths.  It would really be of great help.  Your assistance in this regard would be greatly appreciated.  Yours sincerely, JC Mulder, Principal, Melmoth Primary School - 2010


	Thank you for the CD containing the Lesson Plans for Grades 1-3 in 2009 for term one. These were very helpful in the implementation of Foundations for Learning Campaign. 
Would you be kind and send us Lesson Plans for all 4 terms this year?
Please send to this address: Waterloo Primary School  DT Dube Principal 2010


	Our school LOLT is southern sotho and we have only received English Foundations for Learning Files. Therefore is it possible for you to send us Southern Sotho foundations for learning files. Mrs Lelokoane HOD – Foundation Phase - 2010


	Indeed a wonderful tool to use.  The educators are extremely excited about this wonderful planning tool!  They say their workload will be reduced considerably. We therefore need the rest of the Terms' discs please!  Is a similar tool available for the Grade 4 to 6 groups?

Thanking you for the effort in assisting the schools. Principal of Arbor Park Primary, Ms P de Jager - 2010


	Please allow me to send my sincere gratitude to you for the continued support you have given us since last year on the foundations for learning documents which have really been of great help to us as an institution, once more thank you.  On the 18th January 2010 we received FFL Maths and Languages Lesson plans for term one and two for grade 4-6. Educators are really thankful to you for making their life so easy so that they can dedicate most of their time to teaching and learning. We have not arrived yet to the level of excellence in this regard but we believe with your continued support we will produce a material that is ready to handle most challenges in any sphere of life. We are looking forward to receiving term three and four of the aforesaid documents so as to gear ourselves up for the Annual National Assessment later this year. T.A. Nyakama(Principal) P.S. Mthombolwazi Primary School. -2010


Comments from teachers on Read Right Supplement

	I am currently a third year Bachelor of Education student, Foundation Phase.  I am constantly on the lookout for teaching aids for my future classroom. One of our learning modules this year is teaching literacy in Grade 1 - 3.  We are learning about the different teaching approaches and in particular about listening, speaking, reading and writing.  So I was absolutely delighted to find your supplement from the 10 May for Grade 2.  However, I am very interested in obtaining the supplements for Grade R and Grade 1.  Is there any way you can assist me in this matter?  We are expected to do a seven week practical this year, across Grade 1, 2 and 3.  I think your ideas are going to help me tremendously in planning my lessons.  It is very exciting to see this kind of material being offered out there.  Thank you. Georgie Walker (Mrs) Pietermaritzburg - 2009


	I am a 3rd year student, studying a Bed degree specializing in the foundation phase. i recently found out that there is a education section in The Sunday Times and would like to find out how I can get hold of past published sections, as i would like to add these to my collection for one day when I am a teacher. Thank you in advance, Regards, Tiffany Lohrentz  - 2009


	I have been saving the Read Right pull outs and sending them on to my daughter in the UK who is a foundations teacher at a school in Brixton. She loves them specially the African flavour and this particular weather chart is going to be a hit I think. I am a teacher myself although no longer in active teaching, and I think you are all doing a Great job with the simple yet effective Read Right and Learning supplements. Thank you again for your kindness, Sincerely, Annette van Niekerk - 2009


	I have started collecting this excellent series for my grandchildren. Is there any way I could get the back copies of Grade R and Grade l? I would greatly appreciate your help. Yours sincerely, Sheila Berger - 2009


	We are a school in Durban, Glenashley Junior Primary, and we are just checking if it is at all possible to get the school supplement that appeared in the magazine section of the Sunday Times for the weeks of... Please note that schools have been informed by NAPTOSA about these very suitable supplements.  Tasneem - 2009


	Please can you assist me with the 29th March and 5th April 2009, the Grade R and Grade 1 inserts? Well done on making learning fun for kids, I have a child in grade 1 and these inserts will assist her. Thank you so much. Suzette - 2009


	I am writing in connection with the supplement ‘Foundations for Learning: A Campaign for You’ that has been appearing in the Sunday Times. I work for an NPO that facilitates volunteer experiences in the education sector along with corporate projects in schools.  A great deal of the work we do involves classroom upgrades, playground upgrades and library upgrades.  Currently we are running 12 such projects with 75 volunteers.  In addition to these, we are sponsoring a librarian at a school, having built a library last year and hoping to open another new library at another school.  Our corporate projects at present deal with larger scale infrastructural upgrades. The scope  of these projects typically include the focus of working towards creating a difference that will assist the school in improving their facility so that performance and the quality of teaching improve due to improved resources.  We aim to assist in making the school’s job of educating learner’s easier and work with those schools that need our help the most. The information you provide in your supplement and posters would be a valuable addition to the resources we have, both for us when working on projects and as documents we can provide to our schools.  This is why I am getting it touch with you.I am hoping that perhaps you could either post me a complete set of these supplements or alternatively advise me if electronic copies are available anywhere.  I would appreciate any advice you could give me on the matter and look forward to hearing from you soon. Suzi - 2009


	I am a trainer for an NGO Early Resource Unit. We are about to start training 25 ECD practitioners from Khayelithsa and Mitchell’s Plain who are part of the EPWP 18 month learnership training programme.  Do you think that the Sunday Times would donate 25 of the “Foundation for Learning – A campaign for you” inserts each week to these 25 practitioners who work either in crèches or Grade R classrooms? I saw this week’s insert and think it would be a super weekly learning guide for these teachers, who are not formally qualified but, who are working with young children. Anya Morris - 2009


	I would just like to compliment you on the supplements in the Sunday Times.I am a grade 3 teacher in Kwa Zulu Natal, with a class of predominately black learners.Do you perhaps have any teaching ideas/tips that would incorporate the new learning mile stones in literacy and numeracy? I look forward to your correspondence. Mrs S Naidoo - 2009


	Many thanks for your enjoyable supplement this weekend in the Sunday Times (grade R). I am working with crèches in Masipumalelo (Deep South, Cape Town). These crèches are started by women who are not trained, but are earning an income looking after other peoples children. They have had no training, but have agreed to meet once a week for a two hour session to gain more knowledge and to improve their service to children. I would like to offer a session based on this supplement. Is there a possibility of getting more of them? Catherine - 2009


	I am a Speech & Language Therapist working in a government hospital. While the focus of our work is adult in-patients, our department also sees a large number of school-age children with learning difficulties. I am writing to say a big THANK YOU for the excellent Alphabet & Number charts that were included in the most recent Sunday Times - I have pulled them out and put them up in our waiting room. Most alphabet charts that I have seen confuse sounds & letters (so for instance, they will use the word "shoe" for an example of something beginning with the sound "s", or "Owl" for something beginning with the sound "o") - your chart doesn't make this mistake, and it is clear that it has been designed with someone who knows something about phonemic / phonological awareness! I also like the fact that the vocabulary is relevant to our country, and the pictures are fun too. Many thanks for a useful & relevant supplement - I look forward to seeing what you have for us next  Laura Russell, Speech Therapist Groote Schuur Hospital Tel: (021) 404 6458 

2009
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