QIDS-UP

Quality Improvement, Development, Support and Upliftment Programme (QIDS-UP) addresses one key area of neglect in our education system, that is, inadequate resource allocation to schools in poor and disadvantaged communities.

In order to ensure that the poorly resourced schools are at least given a base from which to provide quality education, QIDS-UP is providing resources and support to 15 000 schools, which include no-fee schools.

The programme aims at: 

(a) providing basic infrastructure (including school buildings, furniture, water, sanitation and nutrition);

(b) resourcing for effective curriculum implementation (including resources for individual learners, classrooms, and the whole school, including photocopiers,computers, LTSMs);

(c) ensuring acceptable learner competency levels, particularly in literacy and numeracy (by establishing baselines and monitoring improvements over baselines);

(d) ensuring that there is internal accountability systems which enable schools to meet demands of external accountability; and

(e) empowering school managers to create organizational cultures that support a work ethic, expected achievement, acknowledge success

The programme started in 2005; as a starting point, it focused on 3 500 schools located in 14 districts across the provinces. These schools served 1.2 million learners. Over 15 000 schools will benefit from the programme when it comes to an end in 2011. Since the programme started, the following resources and support have been provided to schools: 

(a) Fully equipped libraries or classroom reading resource corners including equipment, storage, supplies and materials;

(b) Fully equipped science laboratories and/or science kits, including equipment, storage, supplies and materials;

(c) Furniture, office equipment, supplies and materials (including grade R infrastructure);

(d) Labour saving devices such as duplicators, copiers and computers, faxes, and Internet access;

(e) Physical, human and technological security resources.
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